737 Worthington Ridge 
1825 


Mary Esther Griswold (1879-1970), Superintendent of 
Berlin Schools 1923-1932. Established a junior and 
senior high school program. Her sister Fanny lived 
with her. 


Griswold School named in her honor 


Victorian 


Worthington Historic District 
1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 181 


1894 current owner: Joanne Johanns Victorian 
Sketch 
2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 
1825 current owner: Adam Hummel 


Genealogy 


o 


Her family moved to Talcottville, CT and during 1894 settled on Worthington 
Ridge, Berlin by the Old Meeting House. She taught in Hartford at Arsenal for 
15 years, teaching Amer. History and Music for 15 years. Became a 
Superintendant of Berlin Schools in 1923. Remained until 1932. Established a 
junior and senior high school program. She died at age 90 years. Burpee - The 
Story of CT; Vol. 3 - p.531 


Mary Esther Griswold (1879-1970) daughter of Ward Griswold & Frances Howland. She never married. 
She is buried in Mount Hope Cemetery in Talcottville, CT. 
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In Worthington Ridge Local Historic District; just south of 


Worthington Meetinghouse. 


MnveED 


DESCRIPTION (Continued) 


SIGNIFICANCE 


PHOTO SOURCES 


°| COMPILED BY 


17, OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 


PHOTOGRAPHER 5 
HRC 11/84 


VIEW NEGATIVE ON FILE 


12/84 


lar ord, Connecticut 06108 


uB 


This house has a three-bay facade with the entry in the left bay. A 
one-story porch wraps around, the right corner to meet a shallow, cross- 
gable ell. The porch has a geometric stickwork railing, turned posts, 
simple curved brackets and a spindled frieze; the right-front corner 

is rounded. Windows are fitted with 2-aver-2 sash. There is an 
additional cross-gabled ell on the left and a one-and-one-half-story 
rear extension. oo 
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This house is a good example of Victorian Vernacular architecture. 
The ornamental woodwork that is a distinguishing characteristic of 
the period is seen in the elaborate porch, with its turned posts, 
stickwork railing and frieze, and rounded corner. 


The house is located on land purchased by Mary J. Griswold from the 
farm of Carrie Bennett in 1894, Griswold, who owned a good deal of 
property in Berlin, probably built the house shortly thereafter. 
Ownership remained in the Griswold family for many decades. 


Berlin Land Records 44:228 (1894) 
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